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written to me, came a letter from the S 







Earl Fitzwilliam’s Letter to the Earl of Carlifle. 


HE tatk of bringing forward the Catholic queftion, he 

had, it feems, committed to another. By the fame mail, 

and in a letter dated the 8th, the very day before Mr. P— had 
yor § 





touching at length, on this important fubject, and bringing it, 
for the firft time, into play, as a queftion of any doubt or diffi- 
culty with the Britith Cabinet: Then, as if the queftion had 














been ftarted for the firft moment between us, as if it never had 
been the fubject of any former confultation, plan, or arranges 
ment whatever, he writes—of enabling the King’s Minitters 
to form their judgement, as to the policy, expediency, fafety 
and neceflity, of that meafure:—Then, as if he had never be- 
fore hcard from me on the fubjeét, he cautions againft commit- 
ting myfelf by engagements, or even by encouraging language, 


(fo minute is his Grace) to give my countenance to the imme- 
diate adoption of this meafure. Then, for the firft time, it 
appears to have been difcovered, that the deferring it would be 

not merely an expediency, or a thing to be defired for the pre- 

fent—but “ the means of doing a greater fervice to the Britifh 
empire than it has been capable of receiving fince the Revolu- 
lution, or at leaft fince the Union :’’—All former opinions, all 
former difcuflions, all former agreements, the leading principle 
of our being all convinced of the neceflity, as well as fitnefs 
of the meafure taking place at no diftant period, of which I re- 
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minded the Minifters in my letter of the 15th of January—all 
were forgotten, and he feels it his duty, for the firft time, in 
confequence of the difcuffion of this queftion in the Cabinet 
the day hefore, to exhort me to ufe thofe efforts which I had 
exprefled an intention of trying ;—efforts of the efficacy of 
which I had expreffed the ftrongeft doubts, on the 8th of Ja- 
nuary, when I firft mentioned my intention of trying themn— 
efforts, every hope from which I had relinquifhed on the 15th, 
when I warned them of the neceflity of immediately giving 
way, when I earneftly called upon them for peremptory in- 
ftructions, which if I fhould not receive, I fhould acquiefce— 
efforts, which they knew, from the whole feries of my corres 
{pondence, it was impoflible ever to attempt, without evident 
and certain danger. 
From this period every thing went on rapidly towards my 
removal.—From my knowledge of the perfon I had to deal 
with, I was refolved myfelf to bring the bufinefs to the real 
point at iflue between us, and to leave him no fubterfuge :— 
Cruelly as the D of P. d has treated me, I feel no 
difficulty to fay, that his judgement was deceived before he 
abandoned me; on whatever grounds he has fuffered himfclf 
to be induced to change his former opinions refpecting the po- 
litics of this country, and the charaters and views of its prin- 
cipal perfonages, he did change thofe opinions; and, in confe- 
quence of that change alone, he has been driven to confent to 
the meafure of my inftant recall.—But, I was not fo deceived: 
I combined all the circumftances which I have detailed to you 
in this letter: I perceived immediately the {cheme that was 
laid againft me; and I refolved on the only means I[ faw left, 
to bring the matter to fo fpeedy an iflue as fhould preferve my 
honcur and vindicate my public character. In my anfwer to 
Mr. P—, a copy of which I fend you, and which I wrote the 
very night [ received his letter, I entered fully into the fubject 
of my difmiffals. I ftated, as you will fee, my reafons for 
having determined on them, as well as for adhering to them 
when once refolved on ;—reafons, of which, from your knows 
ledge of this country, you will I am fure, admit the juftice; 
{ then put it to himiclf to determine for me, and the efficacy 
of my government :—TI left him to make his choice between 
Mr. B———— and me. 
The fame night, I wrote to the D of P d: 
I teftified my furprife to him, that after fuch an interval of 
time, and after the various details which | had tranfmitted to 
him, advifing bim of the hourly-increafing neceflity of bring- 
Ing 
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ing forward the Catholic queftion, and the impo'icy and danger 
of refifting or even hefitating about it, I fhould now be preffed 
for the firft time, to defer the queftion till fome future occa- 
fion. I refufed to be the perfon to run the rifk of fucha de- 
termination; I refufed to be the perfon to raife a flame in the 
country, that nothing fhort of arms could be, able to keep 
down: I then alluded to Mr. P—’s letter; appealed to his 
knowledge of the fituation of a L— L 3; and left him 
to determine, whether, if he was not to be fupported, he ought 
not to be removed, Thefe letters I wrote on the 14th of 
February.—Shortly after came two official letters from the 
D of P d, dated the 16th, in which he enters into 
a long detail of the various points of view in which the Cabi- 
net wifhed to have the queftion of the Catholics confidered : 
With thefe came a private letter of his own, dated the 18th. 
In this his Grace dwells moft particularly on the neceffity of 
having information fubmitted to them on all thefe points, and 
a detailed plan of all the additional advantages intended to be 
conceded to the Catholics ; he obferves, that if the confide- 
ration of this great queftion could be deferred till the peace 
was eftablifhed, he fhould have no doubt but that it would be 
attended with advantages which perhaps are not to be hoped for 
in any other fuppofeable cafe ; but he added (I beg you will 
attend to this), * that it was furely going too far, to infer 
from any thing that he had faid, that I was defired to undertake 
the tafk of deferring it to that period. If the Cabinet were 
to accede, what they defired was, to be juftified in that accef- 
fion by a free and impartial inveftigation of facts, of circum- 
ftances, and of opinions ; among which, as of reafon, mine 
would have the moft decifive weight; and as I had exprefled 
a with to have the mode confidered in England, whilft it was 
ftill withia my reach to have it limited or modified, before the 
bill was introduced, and before the plan was known to the Ca- 
tholics, he wifhed to have this plan, and the heads of the bill, 
tranfmitted for confideration.”’ 

If any thing was wanting to confirm me in my opinion, 
that the D of P ~j had fuffered himfelf to be com- 
pletely duped and deccived in this bufinefs, a comparifon of 
this letter, with what immediately followed, would be alone 
fufficient to eftablifh that conviction, At the moment of his 
writing this letter, there was not © a fact, a circumftance, or 
an opinion,”” that could be tranfmitted to him, of which he 
was not in poflefion. He acknowledges himlelf, and fre- 
guently refers to my letter of the 10th of February, in whic 
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he had the plan, wherein every thing that regarded the confti- 
tution, the ccclefiaftical eftablifhment, and the fettlement of 
property, was ftated. He had the Primate’s opinion on fome 
ideas that his Grace had fuggefted. In a letter of mine, 
dated the 20th, he had ftill more ample details on thefe various 
heads; but for thefe details, which were to have the moft de- 
cifive weight, he was not fuffered to wait: The decifion had 
been already formed before he called for them.—The very 
day after he had written that letter, in which he had prefied 
me for more information, he affifted at the denouement of the 
piece. He affifted at the Cabinet meeting, that unanimoufly 
concurred in the neceflity of recalling me: And in a letter of 
the 21ft, fums up all the reafons why that meature was deemed 
neceflary, without one diflenting voice, for the very preferva- 
tion of the empire. Can any thing be more felf-evident; or, 
in order to account for the real caufes of my recall, did it 
require that this letter fhould be accompanied as it was by 
one from Mr. P— of the fame date 5 accepting in fact the 
alternative I propofed to him, declaring himfelf fully prepared 
for the event, however he might lament it ? It is true, indeed, 
that for the very firft time, he mentions the Catholic bufinefs, 
and declares his concurrence in the general defire of the Ca- 
binet, to prevent any further progrefs being made in Mr. 
G n’s bill, till they fhould receive and confider the ine 
formation, which they thought it their duty to call for; but by 
the defertion of all aty friends, and by the profpect of my falling 
alone, Mr. P— was prepared to throw out this, as a matter 
on which to amufe his colleagues for the moment, and the 
public at a future period ; while to myfelf, without allowing a 
moment’s further deliberation, he boldly and peremptorily pro- 
nounces on what I had determined to be the point to decide 
onmy government. On the fubje& of arrangements, he felt 
bound to adhere to thefe fentiments, not only with refpect to 
Mr. Be————d, but to the line of conduct adopted, * in fo 
many inftances, towards the former (upporters of Government; 
by thefe fentiments, he muff, at all events, be guided from a 
regard to the King’s fervice, and to his own honour, however 
fincerely he might lament the confequences which muft arife 
from the prefent fituation.” 

Need 1 add any comment on this letter ? Need I obferve to 
you, that the meafure of the Roman Catholics, on which it is 
now aflerted my adminiftration was determined, is here re- 
ferved for future confideration ; whilft the fubje& of arrange- 
ment is finally and percmptorily decided? At all events, and 
independent 
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independent of every other confideration, his own honour 
obliges him not to give way on that fubject; and however he 
laments it, he acquicfces in what I had pofitively decl.red to 
him fhould be the confequence of fuch a decifion on his part. 
Let my friends, therefore, my dear Carlifle, no longer fuffer 
the Catholic queftion to be mentioned, as entering, in the 
moft diftant degree, into the caufes of my recall, Let them 
liften no longer to that terrifying enumeration of evils and 
miferies to refult to the empire from a meafure which my ene- 
mies affect to have confidered either as originating with my- 
felf exclufively, or as hurried on by me rafhly, precipitately, 
or without confent or confultation: You have feen, when 
the dread of theie miferies was firft conceived, and when the 
complaint of this want of confultation was firft brought for- 
ward, had Mr. B been never difmifled, we never fhould 
have heard of them, and I fhould have remained.—But fo 
remaining, I fhould have been difgraced indeed :—Difgraced 
by the failure of all the meafures which which I had planned 
for the public welfare, and loaded with all the odium which 
that man and bis connetions have entailed upon that go- 
vernment which I was fent to difplace. But it will be faid, 
that in proving this point fo ftrongly, I ftill leave myfelf open 
to other accufations, which affect my character, when I avow 
the earneftnefs with which I had determined to pull down the 
power of the B ds» I fubmit tothe imputation of with- 
ing to raife the P ys it wasonly a family acquiring con= 
fequence, and a family lofing it, according to an infinuation 
of a letter to me from one of the Cabinet. Am I then fo 
little known to my friends? Is it my character in the world, 
that, whilft I preteud the public good, and the King’s fervice, 
I am infidioufly confulting my private interefts? and, inftead 
of my country, have only my own connections in view? 
I think, my dear Carlifle, you would be forry to fee me con- 
defcend to enter into the merits of fuch an accufation.—But 
by my difmiffing Mr. E———, | broke my engagement with 
Mr. P—; fo he himfelf ftates it. I acted, as he. pretends 
in his letter, inconfiftently with that principle by which alone 
the full advantage of the union which had taken place in Eng- 
land could be extended to Ireland. ‘Would he infinuate, 
that the union which had taken place in England, precluded 
every idea of removal? Was there no removal in the War 
Office ?—None in the Poft Office ?—None in the Cabinet ? 
Has there been no removal of his friends at the Admiralty ? 
And did Lord Spencer, on his fugceeding Lord Chatham, act 
inconfiitently 
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inconfiftently with the fpirit of the union, when he required 
fuch changes, and the conftitution of fuch a Board, as, judging 
for himfelf, fhould command his confidence ? Could what was 
right and confiftent in fo many inftances be blameable in 
mine? Charged with the government of a diftraéted and difa 
contented country, am I alone to be fettered and reftrained in 
the choice of the perfons by whom 1 am to be affifted? And 
rather than indulge me in that fingle point, even confidering 
it in the light of indulgence, muft the Minifters of England 
boldly face, [ had almoft faid, the certainty of driving this 
kingdom into a rebellion, and open another breach for ruin 
and deftruction to break in upon us? Muft I be interrupted 
in the courfe of the moft unanimous feflion of Parliament the 
country ever had feen ? Commanding, by my influence, and 
on the credit of the perfons whom I had employed, and I muft 
add, on the fatisfa€tion I had given by one difmiffal I had made, 
fupplies and forces beyond every former example ; and caufing 
a {pirit of union and harmony to fucceed to that general dif- 
content and diflatisfaction, as well againft the fyftem of the 
former government in general, as again{ft the war itfelf; 
which, at the time of my arrival, manifeftly and avowedly per- 
vaded the bulk of the nation. And now, I think, I have fuf- 
ficiently proved that the Catholic queftion entered for nothing 
into the caufe of my difmiffal: And have fhewn that as far as 
my condué& in Ireland had any thing to do with it, I have 
traced it to the difmiffal of Mr. B But after all, 
why are we looking for the caufes of my removal in the acts 
of my adminiitration here ?——-We are feeking in vain: The 
true caufe is not to be found among them: The fact is, we 
muft go back to a more diftant period, When the D— of 
P. d and his friends were to be enticed into a coalition 
with Mr. P—’s Adminiftration, it was neceflary to hold out 
fuch lures as would make the coalition palatable, or even 
poflible for them to accede to. If the general management 
and fuperintendance of Ireland had not been offered to his 
Grace, that coalition could never have taken place. The 
fentiments that he had entertained, and the language he had 
held fo publickly, for many years back, on the fubjedt, ren- 
dered it a point that could not be difpenfed with; accord- 
ingly, it was offered from the beginning of the negociation ; 
as was alfo the Home Department of S yof S—e. Ak 
the D— of P d, when he engaged to accept, if he 
doubted that the office offered to him, was to be entire, and 
iuch as his predeceflors held it? Atk him if he was forewarned 
9 by 

































































ng 
he 


re 
f= 


—~  V Fy Ve 

















THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 327 


by Mr. P—, that it was to be divefted of half its duties, half 
its importarice, and all its character ? Afk him, if he was ap- 
prized that another S y of S—e was to be made out of 
that department? and that he was to be but a joint pofleffor 
with an inmate? Afk him, when he accepted the manage- 
ment of Ireland, if he did it under any reftrictions whatever ? 
Atk him if he prefled it upon me under any? and if he did 
not propofe and recommend to me, to lay myfelf out imme- 
diately for making fuch arrangements in the government, as 
would enable me to reftore peace, tranquillity, and order in 
the country, and as would reconcile the general mafs of the 
people ? 

But, my dear, Carlifle, the inftant we had proclaimed our 
acceptance, the fcene began to open: Then it was firft difs 
covered that the object of all this mighty work was, not to 
ftrengthen Adminiftration by an acceffion of charaGer, but to 
debafe, degrade, and difgrace that character. When the junce 
tion was irrevocably avowed and declared, then the pretenfions 
of Mr, Dundas to the continued management of the war were 
immediately brought forward ; and a new office was to be cabe 
baged out of the D— of P 1’s, and an obvious diminu- 
tion of his credit and authority was proclaimed. No fooner 
had I declared my acceptance of the L y of Ireland, 
than delay interpofed, and foon doubts and difficulties arofe.— 
I: isa matter of public notoriety in this country, that Mr. P— 
aflured Lord W d, as early as Auguft lait, that he thould 
not be removed ; and I know that I could bring evidence to 
prove that, inthe courfe of the Autumn, he pointed out my 
actual fucceflor as the perfon to {ucceed my predeceflor, No, 
Mr, P— did not with for our affiftance ; but knowing the 
importance we gave to the fyftem then purfuing relative to 
France, he fnatched at the opportunity, and made that the means 
of difgracing our charaéters, and rendering us fit for no other 
fervice, but to be his vile tools and inftraments. He thought 
that object perfected and complete; then he cared not how 
foon he turned us a ‘rift, toall the difgrace and contempt it was 
his expetation and with fhould attach upon our characters.— 
Here, then, is the clue to all the myftery :—Here 5 ou fee 
unravelled the real ground of my depofition and attempted 
difgrace. To my meafures Mr. P— has no objection :— 
I predict that +e will adopt them by the medium of my fuc- 

ceilor, J am not ture that he will not court the connections 
Ihave foried for government; for the perfon for whom he 
has pretended to contend fo ftrenuoufly, he has no regard ; 
and 
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and I doubt whether he will ever permit him to refume his 
ftation at the R eB d, though he is entitled to do 
it without a re-appointment ; for, in fact, he has never been 
out of office; and to get rid of me perfonally, has been the 
motive to every thing that has happened relative to Ireland. 

I have the glory of being objectionable co Mr. P—; I feel 
it fuch: My charaéter is not madeto be vile and fabfervient : 
He has depofed me—but by it, I have the arrogance to fay, he 
has depofed a faithful fervant of the crown, and a beneficial 
r for the people of Ireland, and a ftedfaft adherent to 
the unity of both nations. 

Believe me, &c. &c. 
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March, 1795. 





The Hiftory of Knowledge, Learning, and Tajfte, in 
Great Britain, during the Reign of King Fames tae 
Firft, Part the Firft. 


{From the New Annual Regifter for the Year 1793.] 
(Continued from Page 311.) 
| ye tg this period may principally be dated the beginning 


of a great revolution in the religious fentiments of the 
divines of the church of England. The difcuffions of the 
Synod of Dort, and the vaft number of publications that fol- 
lowed the meeting of that affembly, opened the way for the 
more ftri& enquiry into the truth of the feveral points in de- 
bate. Among the defenders of Arminianifm exifted able and 
learned mer, who excelled in a rational and critical explana 
tion of the Scriptures, and who appeared with eminent ad- 
vantage inthe controverfy. By fuch advocates many converts 
were made, and of thefe converts England was not deftitute. 
Their number at firft was fmall, but it daily increafed; and, 
particularly, we believe, in the univerfity of Oxford. Still, 
however, Arminianifm was rejected by the great body of the 
people, both clergy and laity ; and in England an odium was 
attached to it which did not take place in other countries, and 
which did not belong to it in its own nature. This is fo cu- 
rious a circumftance in the hiftory of the human mind, and is 
io intimately connected with our main fubjeét, that it merits a 
diftinét explication. 

It 
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It is obf-rvable, that the patriots who diftinguifhed them- 
felves in the Parliaments which fat in the latter end of King 
James the Firft’s reign, and the beginning of Charles the 
Firft’s, frequently in their {peeches join Popery and Arminians 
ifm together, as having a connection with each other, and as 
maintaining principles which were hoftile to the liberties of 
the nation. Ina proteftation which was made in the Houfe 
of Commons, on the 2d of March, 1628-29, and which was 
the refult of a {pirit that had been operating for fome years 
back, one article was as follows :—** That. whofoever thall 
bring in innovation in religion, or by favour feek to extend or 
introduce Popery or Arminianifm, or other opinions, difagree- 
ing from the truth, or ortaodox church, fhould be reputed a 
capital enemy to this kingdom and common-wealth.” To 
any man who is not accurately acquainted with the hiftory of 
thefe times, it may appear ftrange that Arminianifm fhould 
thus obnoxioufly be joined with Popery: But a due attention to 
that hiftory will explain the fact. The Puritan minifters 
were almoft univerfally very zealous Calviniits. Having been 
much perfecuted, and deprived of the liberty of preaching, 
they were obliged to betake themfelves to different employ- 
ments, or to feck for fhelter in the houfes of pious and benefi- 
cent perfons, who approved of their principles, or elteemed 
their characters, Many of them were taken by the nobility 
and gentry into their families, for the purpofe of educating 
their children. To this they were induced not only by the 
learning of the Puritan miuilters, in which they fhared with 
the reft of the clergy, but by their feverity of manners. The 
Puritan minifters, having gotten fo important a bufinefs into 
their hands, would not, we may be aflured, neglect the oppor 
tunity of. inf{piring their pupils with their own views of things; 
and this they did with regard to theological as well as political 
fubje&ts, They were efpecially careful to lead the young men 
under their tuition into a great averfion to Arminianifm. 
There were two circumftances which, at that period, contri- 
buted to render Arminianifin peculiarly hateful. One of thefe 
was, its imagined conformity to Popery in the article of jufti- 
fication, It is not, indeed, true that the Arminians, as fuch, 
could reafonably be confidered as entertaining any opinions 
which favoured the abfurd doctrines of the Papiits concerning 
merit, and works of fupererogation. It was, however, tien 
generally believed that taey did; and Popery, with the greateft 
reafon, was looked upon in fo dangerous a light, that it is not 
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furprifing that every thing which was thought to come near it 
excited a fimilar alarm and averfion, 

Another circumftance, which contributed ftill more to a 
diflike of Arminianifm, was the real charaéter of moft of the 
Arminian clergy, and efpecially the dignified part of them, 
during the reigns of King James and King Charles the Firft, 
The A:minian clergy of that time were, in fact, the clergy 
who approached the neareft to the church of Rome, in their 
fondne(s for ecclefiaftical power, oftentatious ceremonies, and 
other things which wore a Popifh afpe&t. They were the 
men who appeared the moft defirous of accomplithing fome 
kind of union with that church. Befide this, they were the 
great afferters of regal prerogative. Several of them went 
even fo far as to afcribe to the Prince an abfolute uncontrolla- 
ble authority; an authority by divine right, which fet him 
above all Parliaments, and all law. This was the cafe with 
Laud and others. The Arminian clergy, therefore, being 
atually of this ftamp, jealoufy and diflike were naturally con- 
ceived with refpe@ to their theological principles ; though 
their theological principles, fo far as related to the particular 
do€trinal tenets of Arminius, or Epifcopius, had no real ten- 
dency to promote Popery and arbitrary power. There are 
fome authors, indeed, who appear to be of a different opinion; 
but without goo: reafon. The fentiments which a perfon 
may entertain concerning election, grace; univerfal redemption, 
perfeverance, and matters of a fimilar nature, whether on the 
Calviniftieal or Arminian fide of the queftion, cannot, of 
themfelves, be confidered as favourable either to ecclefiaftical 
or to civil tyranny. The connection, which, at the period we 
are {peaking of, and in this kingdom, fubfifted between Armi- 
nianifm and arbitrary principles in church and ftate, was owing 
to peculiar circumftances, It arofe partly from Laud and his 
friends happening to be Arminians, while, in other refpects, 
they were abetters of the abfolute power of the Prince; and 
partly from the critical fituation of the Arminian clergy. 
‘Thele clergy were fuppofed to have the eftablifhed articles of 
the church of England againtt them, and it is certain that the 
ftream of the people did not run in their favour. They be- 
took themfcelves therefore to the protection of the fovereign; 
and, in order the more fully to obtain that protection, zealoufly 
fell in with all his prejudices; which was the ealier to them, 
in confeguence of having been themfelves educated in narrow 
views both of religious and civil polity, ‘I hey had reaton, 


likewife, to apprehend, trom the averfion which the patriots 
had 
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had conceived againft them, that they would be brought into a 
{tate of perfecution, if the oppofition to the crown fhould 
prevail ; and this apprehenfion would almoft unavoidably throw 
them {till farther on the other fide. 

The fituation of things in the United Provinces was directly 
the reverfe. There the Arminians were the patriots, and op- 
pofed the arbitrary defigns of the Houfe of Orange; while 
the Calvinifts were zealoufly devoted to the Princes of that 
family, and too much favoured them even in their unjuftifiable 
purpofes. The remonftrants, Barnevelt and Grotius, were 
ardently attached to the liberties of their country, and emi- 
nently fuffered in the caufe ; the firft unto death. ‘This hap- 
pened at the very period in which the Arminians in England 
began to be peculiarly obnoxious to their countrymen, on ac- 
count of their attachment to regal prerogative and pricftly do- 
Minion; and it is a decifive proof that Arminianifm has no 
neceflary or natural connection with tyranny or with Popery. 
It cannot be doubted that there were feveral of the Arminian 
clergy of this nation who were far from entertaining princi- 
ples which were hoftile to the privileges of their fellow fub- 
jects. Mr. John Hales of Eton, and afterward Dr. Jeremy 
Taylor, had fuch enlarged fentiments with regard to religious 
liberty, that we cannot cafily fuppofe them to have been hoftile 
to civil freedom. It is a fact worthy of particular notice, that, 
during the civil wars, Mr. John Goodwin, who was a bigoted 
Arminian, was, at the fame time, a moft zealous republican, 
and wrote a treatife in vindication of the beheading of King 
Charles the Firft. 

Were it neceflary, much farther evidence might be accu- 
mulated upon the fubjeét. But it is fufficient to appeal to our 
own times, as an undeniable demonttration that there is nothing 
in Arminianifm which leads a perfon to be a favourer either of 
Popery or of abfolute monarchy. The accidental connection 
between thefe things, which took place in the reigns of King 
James and King Charles the Firft, has long been broken. 
We cannot but be fenfi ble, that, whether a man be a Calvinift 
or an Arminian, it is of no importance to his political fenti- 
ments. It is a plain fact, that Arminians, in perfect contiftcnce 
with their peculiar theological opinions, not only may be, 
but actually are, as averfe to the Roman Catholic religion, and 
to arbitrary power, as any perfons whatfoever. 

The lait public queftion of a theological nature that was 
agitated during James the Firft’s reign, was concerning the 
toleration of the Papilts. ‘That they thould be tolerated was 
3D2 propounded 
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propounded by the King, and zealoufly oppofed by Abbot, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, Arguments were drawn up on 
both fides, and the point was warmly difcufled. The fcheme, 
however, was foon laid afide ; for it originated with t e Spanifh 
match, and with the f.ilure of that match it was finally fruf- 
trated and defeated. 


(To be continued.) 


The HISTORY of an unfortunate ROYAL CAPTIVE, 
(Continued from Page 296.) 





7E now perceived my guardian and Roderique ftrolling 

round the park ; they foon joined us, on an eminence 

from which the eye wandered over the ocean till it was ftayed 
by the horizon. 

The father of Emily, taking her hand, informed us, he had 
prevailed on his accowplifhed gueft (meaning Roderique) to 
remain a week with him.—*“* Rural beauties cannot im ite an 
imagination long foftened by luxurious fcenes, and made ieft- 
lefs by varied delights, in which the poifons of the heart are 
concealed. Nor does our new friend come under that de- 
fcription ; but I will promife him attention, and innocent 
pleafure; and, to your politenefs, my dear Henry, I commend 
this gentleman.” 

1 bowed—Rodecrique flightly returned my congee. 

Some time previous to this, in an accidental excurfion ina 
lonely and romantic country, | met with a ftranger who 
feemed in great diftrefs, and who, for political reafons had 
taken refuge in the hut of a poor fifherman who refided near 
the fea fhore. With this perfon [ had an affeéting interview, 
which terminated in a mutual promife of feeking another inter- 
view, as foon as the fecrecy with which it was neceflary it fhould 
be conducted would admit. The time now approached which 
was fixed for a fecond meeting, and I looked tor ward to it with 
confiderable anxiety. I was pundlual to my aj pointment, 
and on entering the fifherman’s dwelling the firft object 
I perceived was my incognito, leasing on hisarm. A gleam 
of unaffected joy enlivened him as he welcomed me to his 
embrace, 

The fifherman made his appearance ; his garb was mean 
his habization homely; yet on his brow fat that dignity, which 
honefty 
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honefty dares to wear in the prefenceof Princes. He intro 
duced his children—I fincerely wifhed them happier days, and 
they refpectfully left me with their more wretched gueft. 

“ Tam now on the eve of departure,” faid my folitary 
friend, “ a fhort delay, evenin this uninhabited fcene migh 
ruin me and my hoipitadle hoft. On lis arrival at Paris, 
whither I fent nim on bufinefs of the firft importance, he 
found means to reach tie Duke of B * * * *, who informed 
him, on his pr ducing my letters, that the fuppofition of our 
being wrecked had prevailed fecretly at court; and many pri- 
vate enquiries had becn made concerning me.” 

« Fly! (fays he, in the fecond letter) nar defpairingly yield 
your valuable life; the time may come when I mall be able to 
afift you. The minifter is enraged againft me on account of 
his political manoeuvres, to which I would not aflent, and my 
fafety lics in leaving France for a time.—I go to the Auftrian 
Netherlands, and will wait for you at the Abbé Dorvonté’s.— 
Come tome, if poffible, iu the courfe of a month. 

“ Bee ee” 

«© And how will you depart?” replied I. 

“ Here are jewels to alarge amount,” faid he,” “ in this 
cafket, which I had sansuiien i in my belt a few hours before 
we were furprifed by the ftorm : I have alfofome cafh : With 
this poor fitherman and his family have I {worn to divide my 
fortune; and I have promifed to fend for them when once 
I am ina place of fafety—His children fhall be mine.” 

I began to fulpect the charming Lydia, the daughter of 
the fitherman, had made an impreflion on the heart of this 
gentleman ; for fuperlative gratitude generally {prings from 
fecret love—I was sorming falfe ideas. 

“© Yes, Sir,’ continued he, “ I will ftudy to cheer his 
creeping hours of age; and my friendfhip thall blefs him 
when his ftrength is no more.” 

I ftooped, under the pietence of fattening my buckle, but 
in reality to hide my emotion—* Why,” my melting heart 
would have faid, * mult | never find a father to relieve, when 
his health and ftrength are no more ?” 

In ttooping forward, the miniature I had worn for years 
round my neck, broke its chain, and fell tothe ground. The 
ftranger firft perceived it, caught it up, and was politely offer- 
ing it me, when Lf jocularly queftion.d him * If fo much 
beauty excited not his attention ?” 


He 
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He gazed—In a moment his foul was loft in filent con- 
templation !—Preffing the lovely image to his lips, he burft 
into tears, and could only articulate— 

s¢ It is fhe !—my long, long loft angel 

Confufed as I was, prudence at the moment reftrained me 
from calling affiftance. He raifed his eyes, and exclaimed, 
with a mournful look, “ Whereis fhe? Why have you torn 
her from me ! Speak !—T cll me the will again be mine !”” 

I could premife nothing—I knew not the original. 

Suddenly. ftarting from his feat, where I had fupported his 
reclining head, he walked haftily the extent of the room for 
fome minutes. It was a fhort traverfe, but he was more agi 
tated than the traveller, who is (etting out on a long journey, 
poorly provided, 

Afjuming compolure, he at length addreffed me : 

“ How dare you wear this picture ?” 

“ J value it highly, Sir ; it was given me by the manI moft 
love.—” 

“ Perhaps the lady loved him too—but this is not a moment 
for expoftulation.” 

His increafing rage blinded his reafon; in a ftrong pa- 
roxy{m he pointed his {word at me— 

* Beware, Sir ! or you will prove how fallacious are your 
ideas of honour.”’ 

Stung by the falutary hint, he refted the point of his {word 
on the ground, and ftood loft in filent defpair. 

“ © Heaven ! is this thy care of man?—WasI not yefter- 
day fufficiently wretched ? 1 did not think it in the power of 
fate further to heap the meafure of my woes !—This day, 
whatam I !—Ie is impoffible—She never could love another ! 
—No matter—Pardon me, Sir, 1 am wrong—I am ciftracted— 
Where will you arm ?—I mutt kcep this pidture.” 

“ If our holt can provide me a fword, I will do myfelf the 
juftice of defending a heart worthy as your own; but not 
wolefs you firft reftore the prize we fight for.” 

“ Ic is mine.”—faid he fiercely— 

“ Not without you own it asa theft ; and fuch an avowal 
will for ever throw you beneath my notice. 1 will contend 
with you as a gentleman, not as a robber.” 

“ You are right,” replied he with a melancholy air, “ it 
mutt be your’s till I have won it.—Go ! (after prefling it to 
his lips) ineftimable jewel ! Dear refemblance of all I adore! 
Why, ah! why art thou in pofleffion of any but the man who 
dies for thee ?——Take this beauty, Sir—yet be warned by one 
much 
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much older, and more experienced in afliCtion than you are— 
If her unequalled perfections have enflaved you, forget them. 
I charge you this hour to tear her from vour heart ! ae 

Pronouncing thefe words in a refolute tone, he bowed, and 
reftored me the picture ; I placed it in my bofom, and firmly 
waited that tremendous trial which is formed on favage princi- 
ples, and defervedly defpifed when the paflions have fub- 
fided. 

I was well aware that the fatal victory we had mutually rc- 
folved to gain, muft, in future, give birth to remorfe in the 
mind of the furvivor: But pufillanimity would have rendered 
me unworthy the friendfhip of this exalted unknown ; and fo 
ftrangely was my heart attached to him, that death from his 
hand would be in my opinion lefs painful than life with the lofs 
of his eftecm. 


(To be continued.) 





On the FORCE of CUSTOM. 


HOUGH cuftom hath an infinuating, unheeded influence 

on almoft al] men, in fome degree, from its humouring 

our natural lazinefs with “ her glib and eafy method, in fome 

manner like to that vifion of Ezekiel, rolling up her fuddea 

book of implicit knowledge ;”’ (vide Milton’s addrefs to the 

Parliament of England, with his do¢t. and difcipl. of divorce) 

yet it aéts moft on the moft empty and infignificant minds, 
exercifing on thefe afort of irrefiftible tyranny. 

A friend of mine who-had lived long in Mafcovy gave this 
inftance. . * Tine butchers there carry their meat to people’s 
houles in panniers on each fide their horfe. He obferved one 
of thefe, who had fold a joint at a houfe where he happened to 
be, flinging a parcel of ftones out of the other pannier, So 
he afked the fellow, why he did that ? He told him, with a lit- 
tle fort‘of triumph over his ignorance, that if he did not lighten 
that fide, it would pul] over the other where the meat was ; for 
that they filled one pannier with meat, and the ether with 
ftones to poife it. ** Why,” faid tie gentleman, © had not 
you better put half the meac - one fide, and half on the other, 
aad then the horle will carry double the quantity prt Oy,” 
fays he, ** Sir, that is true, 1 never thought of it ;—but my 
father and grandfather did fo before me, and every body elle 
does as I do, fo 1-won’t go and change.” _ 

Ord 
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Lord Bacon fays, “ he remembers, that, in the beginning 
of Queen Elizabeth’s time, an Irith rebel condemned earneitiy 
befought the deputy, that he might be hanged in a wythe, and 
not in a halter, becaufe it had been fo uled with former tebels.”” 
(Effay on Cuft, and Educ.) This was probably for the fame 
reafon that the Roman foldiers, having a right of being fcourged 
with vines only, added a fort of dignity to their punifhmens, 
which made them bear it chearfully. 

“ The Hottentots, the moft lazy of all people, have the 
fame an{wer for every thing you tell them. They will agree 
with you, that what you fay is right, and tbat it would be better 
to change it, but it is Hortentot cuftom. That is an anfwer 
for, and folution of all, and you fhall never get them any far- 
ther'than Hottentotcuftom.” (Kolben’s Prefent State of the 
Cape of Good Hope, p 124.) 

In matters of religion, ail the world hath ever been the 
fame; nay, it has been every particular religion’s fundamental 
to believe as their fathers had believed, without pretending to 
examine. 





Aw A NEC.DOT E. 
ANITY, like a Proteus, appears in a thoufand different 


forms, but is ftill very vanity. The Emperor Maximi- 
nus, the father, would cat 60 pounds of meat in a day, and 
drink 24 quarts of wine; and the great booby (for he was 
eight feet and an half high, and had, preportionably with all 
the reft, a thumb fo large, that his wife’s bracelet juft ferved 
him for a ring, as courageous a woman as her hufband was a 
man!) would {weat three pints a day, which he would caufe to 
be collected into veffels, and thew with oftentation. (Jul. 
Capitol. vit. 4.) However, he was outdone by the Caliph So- 
liman ben Abdalmaleck, who, after having brcakfatted on three 
roafted lambs, fairly eaten for his own fhare, would fit down to 
dinner, in public, with credit to his ftoniach, fo as to make out 
in the whole day a round hundred pounds of ficth, (D’Hebe- 
lot. p. 822. 


REFLECTION. 





E who is vexed ata reproach, may be aflured that he 
would be yery proud, if commended. 
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An AN ECOD-O-T-E, 


Te fon-in-law of a prelate, not an hundred miles from 
Ely, lately informed his parifhioners that he fhould take 
histythe in kind. ‘The farmers thanked him for the intima- 
tion, and begged that the firft he took away migitt be the tythe 
of the WATER! 





An ANECDOTE 
R. P had killed a man very bafcly, and Judge Dor- 


mer (whofe daughter he had married) went to King 
George I. to petition for him, owning however that there was 
nothing to be urged in alleviation of his crime; but that he 
hoped his Majelty would fave him and bis family from the in 
paapie execution would bring upon them. “ So,’’ faid the 
King, “ Mr. Juftice, what you propofe to me is, that I fhould 
transfer the infamy from you and your family, to me and my 
family.” 

What océafioned this ftory to be told was a gentleman’s 
having juft before mentioned fomething of it, ¥en the fon of 
the man was prefent, but whom the centlemanrttt not know; 
the converfation was, however, happily changed, in confc- 
quence of the prefence of mind of a perfon who was prefent, 
who, on Mr. P ’s going away, told him the reafon of his 
having thus ftopped him fhort; for which the gentleman 
heartily thanked him, and faid withall, “ it was very proper a 
man fhould Know which of his friend’s fathers had been 
hanged.”” 

The want of being attetitive to fome fuch maxim as thrs, 
has often occafioned good-natured and well-bred men to put 
fome one perfon of the company, and with him all the reft in 
confequence, as well as themielves, imo the utmoft corfufion 
and embarraflmert. 











Anfwer, by M, Long, of Taunton, to T. Pearce’s Charade, ine 
Jerted February 251795» 
ARSAW’s the city that you mean, 
As in your charade’s plainly feen. 


*~* We have received the like anfwer from Tyro, William 
Hawkins, and Noah Coles, of Crediton; W. Brewer, of 
VoL, XXV. 637. 3K ‘Taunton; 
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Taunton; Coals, of Plymouth; L. S. near Totnes; and 
W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 





Anfwer, by W. Brewer, of Taunton, to W. Hawkins’s Rebus, 
inferted February 9. 


every land, likewile in every age, 
Important NEWS abounds from page to page. 

t*} We have received the like anfwer from J. Turner, of 
Langport ; John Gore, and Mark Long, of Taunton; Cow- 
flip, of Weft Coker; T. Geach, of Wadebridge; P. of 
Dorfethire ; T, Walker, of Hemyock; Coals, of Plymouth ; 
R. Retallack, of Wadebridge; Tyro, and N. Coles, of Cre- 
diton; L. S. near Totnes; and W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 





A QUESTION, by C. Hennah, of St. Auftell, 
a x-+y=108, to find x and y, when xy + 2x’ isa 
an 


maximum. 





4 CHARADE, by 4. Smith, of Briftol. 


Certain tree my firft produces ; 
My next at table of great ufe is: 
When thefe are juin’d you will defcry 
An ufefui tool in hufbandry, 





dn ENIGMA, by J. Turner, of Langport, 


ROM Neptune’s empire, and the fruitful earth, 
It is well-known to all 1 boaft my birth; 
Before I’m form’d I pafs tnrough fultry hear, 
And by mau’s aid itis I’m unade compleat 5 
The beaux conlult meas an oracle, 
As | affitt them, and each blooming belle. 
Great Britain’s King, when feated on his throne, 
That Ibetriend him he cannot difown; 
For I contribute to fupp rt his ftate, 
And often at his table humbly wait. 
POETRY. 
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OW howling Winter diftant flies, 
And jocund Spring affumes her reign ; 
Her genial funs, and imiling tkies, 
Re-animate the ravag’d plain. 


Defpotic Winter, vow no more 
O’er nature caits her galling chain; 
Nor does the thiv’ring tempett’s roar 
Blow icy flavery again. 


Enlarg’d from froft’s tyrannic yoke, 
‘The lotty grove expands her green ; 
And loft white Winter’s ice- fring’d cloak, 
The eye beholds a ygayer fcene. 


Bright Spring ! beneath thy vernal fky, 
Flow blooms the lately bondag’d flower! 

How boafts the landicape’s glowing dye 
Thy lively variegating power ! 


The warblers of the rural vale 

Their flight to garland altars wing ; 
And liberated from the gale 

To you attune their note, Oh Spring! 


Say then, Oh feafon ever fair! 

Ah ! fay thall man partake your {mile? 
Whilft nature’s melody kills care, 

Is man unalter’d all the while? 


Forbid it Heaven ! the rolling year 

Strikes with each change the human breaft ; 
Deipair prefides with feafons drear, 

But with the vernal bloom ‘tis bleft. 


Refplendent funs, and tranquil days, 
Take the keen edge of care away 5 
Ah to my feelings whifper eafe! 
Ah let me batk in beauty’s ray! 


There in the concert of the grove 
Creaiion’s harmony L’li join ; 
And bleft with my Louila’s love, 


i'll call thy influence divine. 
T. D. 
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Oz a SCOLDING WIFE. 


Furibunda Domum monftro permifceat omnem. 








Tartaream intendit Vocem: qua protinus omne 
Contremuit Nemus, et Sylva intonuere profunde. 


Vira. Lis. vit. 


E who has ne’er beheld th’ Egean dafh, 
In foaming fury on its thund'ring fhore ; 
How clouds contending with exploding crath, 
Burft horror wide, and fell fome lofty tow’r: 


He who the lionefs has ne’er furvey’d, 
With briftling mane ereét and rending cheft ; 
Her awful terrors thro’ the woodlands ipread, 
Queen of the foreftin each roarconfels’d : 


Or what the huntfman hears in pale affright, 
When on the other bank he leaves aghaft 

Th’ infuriate tygrefs in her horrid might, 
Rebellowing fury in each threat’ning blaft : 


Or when the clafh of arms to combat calls 
Expecting chiefs, and grim Bellona founds 

The breath of firife, when from an hundred walls 
Her batt’ring engines play, and earth rebounds 


Quick let him to my happy roof repair ; 
Oft will he hear the low of kine, the dath 
Ot angry billows, wind, drums, cannons, war, 
With thunder, cempeft, in one blended crafh. 


Hell will he-hear ; and what in noify flrife, 

W hat moft tumultuous in the heavens roll, 
On earth; in fea, my dear, my lovely wife, 

In her 4/ef pate contains the dreadful whole. 


JERRY DENOGHUE. 








IMITATION of the GREEK of MENANDER. 
Written in Wells Cathedral by Da. Crane. 


Nofce teip/um. 


yer you to know from whence you came, 
And learn the frailty of your frame ? 

Survey theie tombs with peniive eye, 

Where Prelates, Deans, and Canons lic ; 

Where thore whom wealth, wit, beauty, birch, 
Dittinguith’d o1.ce—now mingle earth ; 

No bright accomplifhments could fave 

‘Fhefe victims from the yawning grave ; 
HERE—iearn the traiity of your frame, 

H ERE-know the duff from whence you came, 
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